ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 14, 2023

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9

Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A HEALTHY VENDING POLICY FOR 

COUNTY VENDING MACHINES
RESOLUTION #23 – 489

WHEREAS, Ingham County Policy Review Committee was established to review existing policies and recommend new policies for Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, the Wellness Committee, Smart Sugar Coalition, and the Ingham County Health Department requested the Committee review a new Healthy Vending Policy for vending machines in County buildings; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the policy is to increase the amount of healthy food options offered in vending machines that are located in County-occupied buildings for both Ingham residents and Ingham staff; and

WHEREAS, vending items will be categorized as Green, Yellow, and Red based on nutritional standards in the following manner:

· Green/Sugar Smart items are nutrient-dense and great for staff and patrons to consume anytime

· Yellow items are okay to consume occasionally in lower quantities

· Red items really should be avoided; and

WHEREAS, the percentage of how many products fall into each of the categories are as follows: minimum of 75-77% combined green & yellow items with 50% green and 25% yellow and no more than 25% red items, and, in family settings, there will be 50% green and 50% yellow category items.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham Board of Commissioners approves the new Healthy Vending Policy suggested by the Wellness Committee, Smart Sugar Coalition, and the Health Department and supported by the Policy Review Committee, which shall take effect upon approval of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this policy shall be applicable to all departments of Ingham County.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Lawrence, Maiville, Ruest

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Peña     Approved  11/07/2023
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1. PURPOSE

1.1. To increase the amount of healthy food options offered in vending machines that are located in County occupied buildings for both Ingham residents and Ingham staff.

1.2. To reduce health disparities in Ingham County communities', healthy food shall be made available across County property.
1.3. Improving the types of foods and beverages served from vending machines and sold in workplaces positively affects employees’ eating behaviors and can result in weight loss and overall improvement in health. Maintaining a healthy workforce can positively impact indirect costs by reducing absenteeism and increasing worker productivity.

2. DEFINITIONS

2.1. Ingham County Wellness Committee (ICWC) was established via Resolution #98-119 to promote healthy activities for Ingham County employees and receives commissions from the use of vending machines located on County properties.

2.2. Sugar Smart Coalition (SSC) is committed to advocacy, education, equitable practice, and policy that improves healthy food and beverage options and choices. The vision of SSC is to reduce added sugar consumption and its negative health impacts on our Michigan communities.

2.3. Family Settings are physical spaces that are designed with families and their specific needs in mind.

3. POLICY

3.1. Ingham County Wellness Committee (ICWC) establishes and reviews every 3 years nutrition standards and sets categories for beverages and snacks, which are no less than the nutritional standards established by federal health authorities. Categories include

3.1.1. Green/Sugar Smart items are nutrient-dense and great for staff and patrons to consume anytime

3.1.2. Yellow items are okay to consume occasionally in lower quantities

3.1.3. Red items really should be avoided

3.2. The percentage of how many products fall into each of the categories (red, yellow, and green) are as follows: minimum of 75-77% combined green & yellow items with 50% green and 25% yellow and no more than 25% red items. And in family settings, there will be 50% green and 50% yellow category items.

3.3. Vending machines are to be stocked with vertical layout for each color category as that ensures healthy items are placed at eye level for consumers of all ages and heights (including those in wheelchairs).

3.4. Whenever possible, prices for green items shall be within a similar range, if not cheaper, than yellow and red items.

3.5. Whenever possible, green category items should be used in imagery or promotion on the front and side panels.

3.6. Stickers or decals are placed on green items (either outside or inside the machine) to make it easy for consumers to identify and choose the healthier options.

3.7. Vending companies have 30 days after the beginning of their new contract with Ingham County to implement the above changes.

3.8. ICWC is responsible for the initiative, in partnership with the Sugar Smart Coalition (SSC). Any questions regarding this initiative can be directed to the ICWC.

3.9. This policy shall be attached in RFP’s issued for vending machines and mini-markets; it is also included in all contracts Ingham County establishes with vending machine vendors.

3.10. Program oversight and compliance will be monitored by Director of Purchasing, with support from the ICWC if requested. Machines shall be assessed once per calendar year.
3.11. In the event of a breach of contract a 30-day clause notification must be sent to the vendor that they are in breach of the contract by the Director of Purchasing. If the vendor does not comply, the County may terminate the contract.
